Kids & cops co-operate in class |

By Steve Goldman
Tribune Staff Writer

The only interaction a high
school student usually has with
a police officer is at the other
end of a nightstick. However,

the focal point of a new and in-
novative class at Taft, Youth
and the Administration of Jus
tice, involves intense coopera-
tion with the police, lawyers,
juvenile authorities, and judges.

Youth and the Admnustratmn
of Justice (YAJ) gives thirty
students a chance to get a first
hand look at the justice system.
The class is run by the students
involved, who also decide what
direction the course will take.

The class schedule is divided

into three sections: an overall
view of crime, law enforcement,
L and finally, the justice system.

Al press time, the class was
just beginning the law enforce-
ment unit.

During the five week over-
view on crime and justice, the
class divided into groups rang-
ing from the causes of crime
to public opinion about it.
Strong emphasis was placed on
interviewing people related to
the specifie fields, but each
group could decide where it
wanted to go with a topic. Stu-
dents interviewed several jud-
ges, lawyers, police captains,
probation officers and sociolo-
gists.

Doing group reports for any
class is nothing unusual, but
YAJ takes this process one step

further—peer teaching. Through
this program, students in the
class travel to junior high

schools such as Portola and |
Parkman to teach what they
have learned. Chief Ed Davis
calls this program one of the
best methods of preventing
crimes,

Basically, the class is trying to
show students what 18 right and
what is wrong with the justice
system. It is trying to dispel the
old, unfounded complaints and
bring about realistic changes
that are needed in the system.
Of course, it is also trying to
pinpoint what is right about our
justice system.

YAJ began in 1973 under the
leadership of the Constitutional
Rights Foundation. Three Los
Angeles area high schools had
the program at that time, but
today, there are 22 such
schools that offer the program,
Taft being one of them.
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- many other ’E’aller teachers are
..Med and concerned that they
~ may not have their same jobs in
- February. District guidelines dic-
tate that a school must have at least
15 percent and not more than 50
percent integration. According to
Sam Kresner, a grievance coordin-
ator for UTLA, United Teachers of
- Los Angeles, almost all of the
- schools in the West Valley, includ-
ing Taft, have not reached their

cur, they are usually filled by mi-
norities.

How fast the district will move
to integrate staffs throughout Los
Angeles hinges on the progress of
several pending court cases. A law-
suit filed by some students in the
East Valley against the school dis-
trict claims that the students are
being cheated out of a multi-ethnic,
multi-racial educational backround.
That case recieved a preliminary
hearing earlier this week.

The Office of Civil Rights in
Washington potentially could file
a lawsuit if it feels the school dis-
trict is maintaining segregated
staffs. The Department of Health,
Education, and Welfare threatens
to withhold federal funds if the
Board of Education doesn’t comply
with its integration guidlines.

Kathleen Rice said she feels
staff integration is a “good, pos-

itive thing.” She also said she be-
lieved that if not for the court cas-
es, the school distriet would not be

integrating so quickly. “Nobody
does anything unless they're for-
ced to,” she said.

Mr. Lieberman, along with many
other Taft teachers, said that com-
plete staff integration is an imprac-
tical goal in Los Angeles because

of its size. “We are dealing with
theory and testing it with practice.
What works in one city may not
work in other cities,” he said.

Initially, the district was to im-
plement its voluntary staff integ-
ration program based on attrition.
As teachers retired in the Valley,
contract minority teachers could
fill their places. But as Rice ex-
plained, “In this brutal economy,
people aren’t retiring like they
used to. They need their paycheck
instead of retirement funds.”

Tonight

New Man on Top

There’s a new man at the top.

Dr. James Royer became Taft's
new principal late last August when
former principal Fred Frazer left
school on sick leave, after suffer-
ing a blood clot to the brain.

Royer, a native of Los Angeles,
has not only taught for the L.A.
City School District, but he has al-
s0 been taught by it. After gradua-
ting from Dorsey High School,
Royer went to the University of
Scuthern California where he
earned his bachelor's degree
and two masters degrees—nnc in
political science, one in psychology.,
It was at Brigham Young Univer-
sity in Utah that Royer received
his doctorate in education.

Royer's position as an educator
has been as varied as his schooling.
During his career, he has taught
Social Studies, English, Spanish,
French, and Student Government.

Bemdes teaching, Dr. Royer has
also been a dean, a head counselor,
and a vice-principal. He comes to
Taft from Parkman Junior High
in Woodland Hills.

Outside Taft, Dr. Royer becomes
Colonel Royer of the Army Re-
serve. While he is a high school

Probably one of the biggest high
school ski clubs in the country,
the Taft Ski Club is once again
meeting on Fridays, period 6, in
Oral Arts.

For the price of dues, $1.25,
Taft’s largest club offers weekend
ski trips, rental discounts, “dry-
land” ski lessons, films and guest
speakers.

The club’s first major activity of
the semester will be a ski swap,
scheduled for the week of Oect-
ober 27. The swap, open to every-
one, will be held in E-133, and
will feature ever possible type of
51 accessory.

This season’s first trip is sched-
uled for the weekend of December
12. The price is $42, including
transportation, and four meals.
Free dry-land lessons will be of-
fered the preceeding week.

# & &

Charles Ashman, recently nom-
inated for the Pulitzer Prize in
journalism for his coverage of the
Jimmy Hoffa case and currently
the host of KTTV Channel 11's
“The Ashman File,” will speak in

principal, Colonel Royer is a teach-
er at the Industrial College of the
Armed Forces.

Dr. Royer and his wife have tra-
veled extensively throughout the
world, and because of their great
interests in the primitive people of
the world, they have visited all of
the major ruins in Mexico, and the
South and Central Americas,

Royer enjoys working here at
Taft, and compliments his new
habitat by saying, “Taft is the fi.
nest school I have ever been in.”

—Karen Torimaru

Dr. Ro-,rar

—News Briefs—

Oral Arts at lunch Wednesday, Oc-
tober 22. His topie will be the tele-
vision takeover in America.
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Taft's annaval Boost Better Spirit
Week has been going on all this
week. Special activities were plan-
ned for each day, while candy was
sold throughout the entire week.

Among the special activities
were a back crawling contest on
Monday, and a Powder Puff Foot-
ball game, the week's haggest event,
held on Tuesday at lunch on the

football fieid. At the Pep Rally on

Wednesday, the entire student
bedy had a chance to see the 1975
Homecoming Queen Nominees.
Thursday was the annual Junior/
Senior Class Activity Day. While
the seniors generally preferred
throwing paper airplanes, the jun-
iors involved themselves in bal-
loon tosses, a mummy wrap, and
an old-fashioned ftricycle race.
Thursday -was also “Bull-Painting
Day,” as well as Election Day for
Homecoming Queen. Ending Boost
Better Spirit Week were Taft's
football players, sponsoring their
very own assembly in Taft Hall.

One of nine girls will
be chosen Taft's Home
coming Queen for 975
between the Varsity and
Bee football games to
night on Goetten Field,
when the Toreadors open

minimum integration quotas.
Kathleen Brown Rice told this re-
porter last week that there definite-
ly is “a concious effort to inte-
grate,” but that the real problem
is something else.
“The real problem,” according to

their West Valley League e Sy R v
Rice, “is a decling enrollment in season against Cleveland. X S
the Valley—not staff integration. Heather Tolford, last S S
Enrollments are going up in the years queen, will crown : :
inner-city and East Los Angles and Candy Cherry Nancy Cohen ths Wirnae Lisa Kehayias Cathy Maron

those are the facts of life. And
what do you do? You want a job,
you're a teacher, you teach where
there is work. If you're a teacher
who is motivated to teach children,
you teach where the kids need you.
“The displaced teachers were
caught in a policy change. They are
not being forcibly transferred or in-
tegrated. They were displaced even
with their tenure, because popula-
tion has gone down, and that's com-
pletely out of our control. We
aren’t going out on the bandwagon
for people to have more babies.”
Although the displaced teachers
aren’'t being forcibly integrated,
they cannot have their positions
back in the Valley. Furthermore,
the district is hiring very few Ang.
lo teachers in areas outside of the
inner-city, and if vacancies do oc-
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Classroom Situation:

e

Vo gy el BT .

By Glenn Adler
Tribune Editorial Editor

The senior year isn’t what it
used to be.

Excellent. That’'s what the
senior year isn't. The old myth
of senior proms, senior sweat-
ers, and senior activities has
vanished. If those no longer
represent the senior year, then
what does?

One honor studeat says, *“I
thought I would be bored and
dissatisfied, that I wouldn’t ‘give
a damn’.”

A student cabinet officer “felt
it would be the easiest year. No

pressure, no need to perform for
college.”

“It would be a real fun time,”
another student said, “because
it’s the last year.”

One football player sa'd, “As
seniors, our peers rate us on
how much we party, how often
we're high, and the amount, not
the quality of our sexual activi-
ty.”

Academically, a teacher states,
“They don't want something

new, to be pioneers, to take a
chance.”

As a class, “We're not a unit,
there's too much emphasis on
being an individual.”

One-third of all identified
gifted students are not involved

Senior students
Government class seem to be doing everything but
listening to what the teacher has to say. Is some-

The Vanishing Senior Year

in a U.S.

thing dramatically wrong with the senior year?
Glenn Adler analyzes the situation below.

in any academically enriched
program. They programmed
themselves into secure, non-stim-
ulating classes.

The pleas for participation
from the Senior Activity group
have fallen on deaf ears. Reali-
zing the situation, they've begun
to plan their activities for the
tiny minority who are actually
interested.

As students we are in a revolt.
Insecure and afraid of a large
‘class’, we separate into small,
secure groups. Filled with years
of tests, homework and grades,
we retreat to the safe environ-
ment of a ceramies class. Sicken-
ed by countless “Boost Better
Spirit Weeks” we finally tune
out the entire Student Govern-
ment/Activities group. In anti-
cipation of college and its free-
dom, we shed our adolescence
and try to become adult as fast
as possible, using drugs and sex.
For our knowledge, we leave the
school of textbooks and lectures,
and seek out the world. School
is no longer for learning. Some
see it as a time consumer. Most
live for the extra-curricular ac-
tivities.

The senior year is a mess;
changing it is a necessity.

Students describe it as “a
stepping stone, not the end of
the road for education.” After
graduation, whether the student

goes to college or works in a
factory, he faces new responsi-
bilities, new freedoms, new di-
rections. Presently students are
thrown into that world with a
sink or swim attitude. Without
the secure presence of a teacher,
too many students “sink”. To
remedy this, school, and espe-
cially the senior year, should be
a preparation for that new life.

High school must be changed
to provide more student inde-
pendence. Student involvement
in the planning of curriculum,
as well as the choice of teaching
methods is essential, A mm re-
laxed, less protective enﬁ:w

ment is nmmary-—mmﬂﬂ* tﬂ-
the American ven g

cal new class which m_m

posed for this year, but
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dissatisfaction among tra
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highly sophisticated ideas aﬁ
concepts outside of ml——
more so than any previous gen-
eration. Schuulahaveim
sibility to equip students for the
modern world. The vanishing
senior year sadly shows that
we've been prepared for the
past.

New Girl on the Soccer Team

Ak

Beth Helms wants to play soccer.
Up until this week, the Board
of Education wouldn’'t let her.

Beth is an 11th grade girl who is
currently playing with the boy’s
soccer team. She was recently re-
moved from cctive play by the
Board of Education whose policy
stated that girls are unable to par-
ticipate in contact sports. The
Board listed soccer as a econtact
sport, and Beth could not play.
However, soccer coach George
White permitted Beth to take part
in try-outs, but she could not
scrimmage with the squad .

When she was told that she
could not porticipate, Beth wrote
a letter to the Board explaining
her situation and requesting a me-
eting. The meeting was granted,
and on October 6, she presented
her case, After hearing testimony

from doctors and sports experts,
the Board finally ruled that fe-
males could participate in selected
contact sports. The ruling, passed
4-3 by the new liberal majority,
will allow countless girls like Beth
Lo participate in atheleties.

Why would a girl, or anvone for

that matter, play a sport dominat-

ed by the opposite sex? Then, dﬁv'

nied the chance to play, go all the
way to school board for the oppor-
tunity? The answer is simple. Beth
does not consider soccer or any
sport, to be a “boys” sport. Anyone
who is qualified should be allowed
to play, regardless of sex.

After spending four years on
cirl’'s teams, three in the West Val-
ley Soccer League for Girls, Beth
feels she is capable of playing. She
planned on joining a girl’s team
this season, but opted for the Taft
boy’s team, because there is no
girl’s soccer team at Taft.

“I don't think I should be de-
prived of playing. That's how I
have fun. It’s my pursuit of happi-
ness.”

If only other athletes had such
high motives for playing.
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court decisions

mote student rights

By Karen Kraemer
- Tribune Staff Writer

ot too distant future, a student may face the
charges of ditching a government class.

 far-fetched as you might think.

e Supreme Court made de-

it to an actual hearing when

A ‘birthday coming up, we

nomenon known as civil

- poral *
g _ae'-hl e
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No More Spanking!

By Michele Lipow
Tribune Staff Writer

A frightened child is cower-
ing in the corner, The school
dezn towers over him, a crude
wooden stick in his hand, a sick
smile of pleasure on his lips. He
is delighted by the terrified
screams of his victim; the last
few hadn't been half as much
fun.
- This is the horrifying picture
most of us asssociate with cor-
punishment in the
. So we were relieved to
' that the L.A. Board of Ed-

trators in the school system.
The alternatives are to expel a
student, suspend him, or give
him detention, But thess are all
extreme punishments, often af-
fecting a students record.
fecting a student’s record.

Says Mr. Vadetsky, “The pun-
ishment has to fit the crime.”

students a choice of receiving
corporal punishment or hours

in detention,
“Most kids choose a quick

swat on the behind,” hezaidﬁ.
swat will not appear on a stu.

dent’s permanent record. By

not sure, he sends the student
directly to ﬂetentinn—-refuaing-
to risk a swatting. He tries to
keep his swats light to make
sure that none of his personal
anger enters the situation.

He admits that “there have

been cases of abuse,” mﬁh

beat students to disci

doing away with corporal pun-
wﬁﬂh- Vadetsky f!ifl_s ‘that
we are losing an “expedient

way to solve minor prol
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Taft Cross Country Sweeps Vikings

Steve Rosenberg
Tribune Sports Writer

Coach Lythgoe's Varsity cross
country squad demolished the
Monroe Vikings last Thursday, 20-
40, the lowest point total winning
the meet, This was Taft's final
practice run.

This year, the course is a much
more demanding test of stamina
and endurance at 2.8 miles com-
pared to last season’s two miles.

Although Monroe's Mike Bern-
stein won the race with a 15:19

clocking, Toreador runners made
up for it by placing in the next six
spots. Rich Morris completed the
Pierce College course 18 seconds
later and was followed by a deter-
mined Llew Phelan with a person-
al best of 15:45. Next in line were
Tom Linton, Tim Downey, John
Simenz and Todd Ferris.

The sub-par performance of
John Simenz was a result of a sore
throat which prohibited any work-
ing out during the week. Coach
Lythgoe predicts that Simenz will

Call 884-3941 for tickets to:
ELTON JOHN

IN CONCERT

DODGER STADIUM
SATURDAY AFTERNOON—I:00 P.M.
OCTOBER 25,
GATES OPEN 10:00 AM. SHOWTIME 1:00 P.M.

festival seating
For more information call: Greg Maizlish — 884-394|
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be among the city's top ten run-
ners by the season's end.

In the two-mile eross country
course last year, Tim Downey was
ranked number 22 by the A.A.U.
in his age group on a national
scale. New to Taft from Cincinnati,
Downey will be a definite asset to
the varsity squad.

An average work-out for the run-
ners in the course of a week totals
up to 45 miles. According to Mr.
Lythgoe, by the time the season
reaches a climax, the average mile-

No Gas Left: Llew Phelan, Varsity cross country
runner, coliapses, after running one of the toughest
races of his cross country career on the 2.8-mile
course at Pierce College. Phelan was instrumental

V-Football Shuts Out Braves

By Russ Rubin
Tribune Sports Editor

Taft’'s Varsity football team im-
proved its record to 3-1 with an
easy, 26-0 victory over the Birm-
ingham Braves in the annual “ac-
tion bowl” last Friday at Taft.

Tony Ervin had another excel.
lant game scoring three touch-
downs and gaining over 100 yards
rushing for the winners, who open
their West Valley League season
tonight against Cleveland.

In rebounding from their upset
loss against Venice, the Toreadors
rolled up their highest point total
of the year against the Braves with
seemingly little effort.

Taft set a tone of superiority on
its opening series as Jeff Thomas
bulled his way through a gaping
hole in Toreador territory all the
way to the Birmingham 33-yard

age will climb between 50 and 60
miles per week. The coach says
that a runner will run at least 500
miles in a season.
A Double Sweep

The J.V. and 10th grade teams
both swept to victory with the
latter still running the old two-
mile course. A sweep is a victory
where runners from the winning
cross country team place in the
first five spots.

Andy Smith led the J.V. sweep
with an inspirational run that saw

line. Ervin then took a handoff to
the outside out-racing all his persu-

ers into the end zone. Tom Grimes:

kicked the extra point to give Taft
a 7-0 lead after only 29 seconds
had elapsed in the first quarter.

The defense then picked up
where the offense left off as it
recovered a fumble deep in Braves
territory and before you could
wink an eye, Carl Garvin had
passed to Tony Ervin for another
touchdown. Grimes made the con-
version and Taft led, 14-0.

In the second quarter, the
Braves committed their second
costly error by fumbling on their
own 30. The Toreadors could not
muster any drive so Grimes came
in and scored his fifth point by hit-
ting a field goal to put the Torea-
dors way ahead, 17-0.

The score remained that way

PHOTO TOUR
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him finish far ahead of his com.
petition. Smith had a time of 16:14.
Next came Greg King, Ken Hill-
blom, Bret Schaffer, and Kim
Caerpenter. The win was the big.
gest of the day for Taft, a 1555
romp.

A surprisingly poised 10th grade
team was the holder of eight out
of the first nine places recorded
at the finish. The first five run-

ners, led by Chris Byle at 11: 48,
had sub 12-minute times,

in leading the Toreador Varsity to a victory over
Monroe last week.

Phoi-o by Rosenberg

when the half ended, but the Tor-
eadors had truly dominated both
quarters as the Birmingham of-
fense never really came close to
scoring.

The Toreadors had a lot of sucess
outpassing the Braves, 104 yards to
34 yards.

In the second half, the Toreadors
scored two more times in the
fourth quarter. Jeff Thomas ex-
tended Taft’'s advantage to 19
points when he tackled the
Braves quarterback in the end-
zone for a saftey.

The sack was one of many out-
standing plays made by the back
up fullback who started in place
of the injured Louis Kennedy. His
inspired play put even more pres-
sure on the Braves defense and op-
ened up Taft's passing game. The
key to the victory however was the
outstanding defense which set up
many scoring opportunities for
the offense.

The Bees also tuned up for
their league opener by destroying
the Braves, 40-6. Scott Black led
the big offensive display by scor-
ing three touchdowns.

The triumph advanced the Bees
record to 3-1 with their only def-
eat coming at the hands of Ven-
ice.
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