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A.A. and Other Agencies Designed to Help

Alcoholics: Not Beyond Hope

“The beginning of the end for me was the time | went to a
motel with a gang of nine kids and snapped and wound up in the
hospital that night. Right before my brother walked in to visit
me, I'd had a fit, and the nurses tied me down. My brother was
loaded and he turned around and drove all the way home and
found the first guy that had given me acid. He beat up on that guy.

“l know now that it was a sickness, and I'm not ashamed any
more. Being sick is not a reason to stay sick. It's a reason to get
off your backside and start getting well.

“My father had been in A.A., sober, for ten years. So | went to
my first A.A. meeting with him. | was shaky and scared and |
couldnt understand the smiles. But the people told me, ‘Rose,
look, we love you.” No one had ever said that to me before except
when they had their hands on my body. | found out what love is.
Love, to me, is caring because people are themselves, accepting
them whether they are good, bad, or indifferent.

Rose, an alcoholic at 16

By Sidney Lazarus
Tribune Managing Editor
There are over two million alco-
holics in America today, according
to Alcoholics Anonymous. Over
25% of them are teenagers and
most of the adults began their
bouts with the bottle when they
Alcoholism is more than a dis-
ease—it is a progressive illness,

one that can never be cured with
an aspirin. Alcoholics like Rose
develop “a physical compulsion
coupled with a mental obsession
for alcohol.”

Most alcoholics draw a fine line
between heavy drinking and com-
pulsive aleoholie drinking. When
he or she crosses that line to a
point where he or she drinks com-
pulsively, there is—nor can there
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What is the purpose of public
education?

Is our present school system
accomplishing this?

If not, what would you sug-
gest as alternatives?

By Karen Kramer
Tribune Staff Writer

They are tough questions, but
questions that are now facing
the school bhoard, administra-
tors, and teachers. There are no
simple answers.

Former Taft student body
president Glenn Pomerantz said
he feels that students shouldn’t
be required to take courses to
graduate.

“Education isn't something
that is done to somebody but in
our present system, a student is
force-fed education,” he said.

School board policy toward
changes in educational methods
has softened in the past few
years, Many administrators
would now agree with Pomer-
antz that schools should allow
kids to go their own way.

Dr. Robert Docter, President
of the Los Angeles Board of
Education, said he feels that stu-
dents need and deserve more
freedom. Our schools have been
too “autocratic,” he said, and in
the past they have been too
“hesitant to allow youngsters
to experiment.”

This shift in attitudes may
have signaled a new trend
towrd non-structured ecurricu-

lum in the L.A. City Schools.
The common term for the whole
concept is “alternative educa.
tion."”

One alternative class offered
at Taft, Youth and the Admini-
stration of Justice (YAJ), fol-

| Alternative classes:
What do they mean?

lows Dr. Doctor’s principle that
in order to learn, students must
be allowed to make some safe
mistakes.

The class is part of a program
started in 1973 by the Consti-
tutional Rights Foundation. The
idea was that bringing students
in contact with law and govern-
mental agencies—allowing them
to learn by experience rather
than textbook—would help al-
leviate the problem of juvenile
crime,

Teacher Dave Solkovits em-
phasized that if students want
freedom, they must accept the
fact that they also have respon-
sibilities.

The most innovative part of
the program, perhaps, is the
use of peer teaching. Following
each unit, groups of students
put together learning packets
that are presented to the class.
Some of the better ones are
presented to similar classes at
Parkman and Portola Jr. High
Schools.

Another class offered at Taft
uses a different form of innova-
tive teaching that could also
be labeled as alternative.

Bachelor Living operates on a
“team teaching” approach.
Business teacher Larry Rubin
might teach the students how
to cope with finaneial prob-
lems one part of the semester,
while homemaking instructor
L.ols Bennett would explain
food budgeting and nutritional
values in another section.

Mrs. Bennett said the class
is an overall success in teach.-
ing kids how to “get out and
funetion in society where mom

and dad aren’'t there to cook

your meals."”

ever be—any real turning back.

But that does not necessarily
mean once an alcoholic, always
an alcoholic. Many agencies are
prepared to help those with com-
pulsive drinking problems. They
believe that the only way to “cure”
an alcoholic is sobriety—sugges.-
ting that he or she does not drink
at all.

One of the few places that has
been successful—and popular-—is
Alcoholics Anonymous, or A.A.

According to one A.A. official,
“A.A. is a fellowship of men and
women who share their experien-
ces, strengths and hopes with each
cother that they might solve their
common problem and help others
to recover from alcoholism.

“We only have one requirement
for membership,” he said. “A
desire to stop drinking. We don’t
have any dues or anything for
A A. membership. We are self-
supporting through our own contri-
butions. Qur primary purpose is
to stay sober and help other alco-
holies to achieve sobriety.”

The Alcoholics Anonymous pro-
gram for sobriety is referred to as
the 24-hour plan. An alecoholic will
concentrate on keeping sober for
one day at a time. Just try to get
through 24 hours without a drink,

The A.A. has established 12
suggested steps for sobriety. To an

(continved on page 3)

A Bad Omen: Taft qgirl watches an unidentified stu

English staff making

sure kids

By Sidney Lazuras
Tribune Managing Editor
Some prominent college profes-
sors have commented that they do
not understand how some of their
students could have passed high
school English classes. One jour-
nalism teacher at USC said he is
“astonished” at the number of kids
who cannot write simple sentences.
Reading scores have been declin-
ing in L.A. City Schools for the
last several years, and last year,
Taft High School's English depart-
ment ,hoping to correct the situ-
ction, began a new testing program
called “The Tenth Grade Para-
fraph Test designed to test the
minimum English skills of tenth

grade students.

Learn The Basics First

“We want to make sure kids ean
write,” said Michael Jackson, co-
ordinator of the test. An added
purpose, said Jackson, is to make
sure the students can express
themselves verbally as well as in
writing.

“Kids today,” Jackson said, “be-
come cultured to state their opin-
ion and leave it. I think they
should be able to elaborate on a
point."”

Of the 954 tenth grade students
who took the test this year, approx-
imately 100 failed, or more than
10%.

The students who failed were
transferred into remedial classes
this semester to learn the needed
skills that they lack.

The remedial eclasses are also
open to students who passed the
test but feel they need more help
with basie skills.

We Want Them To Write

Some might find fault in the
program since students in the
remedial classes miss the work
being done in other eclasses, but

dent carried to an ambulance in an incident that day.

occurred at Taft last r'r'ill-:f_.-’_ Febru

News Briefs

Alternative

A group cf students have formed
an alternative club at Taft called
United Students, or US. The group
hopes to work to raise the social
of Taft
bringing in various speakers,
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Jackson disagrees.

“I would rather have a student
learn what he has to at one step
rather than have him fail at the
next step,” he said.

Jackson feels the program has
been a success. “It forces a student
to learn, When a student learns
that he is to have a test on the
materials being taught to him, he
tries harder and usually picks up.

“Testing the student for profic-
iency is fine as long as the test
tests only for minumum skills, the
basic things a student should know
in that subjeet.”

Program Under Attack

When the program began, some
people felt that the teachers should
not be allowed to grade the papers,
since they might consider past per-
formances and give impartial
grades. Thus, all the papers are
graded by “readers,” college gra-
duates, most with a Master’s De-
gree in English, who mark the test
either pass or fail

This year, however, one teacher
went ahead and graded the papers,
told his class the grades, and then
sent the papers to the readers for
grading.

When the papers were returned
with the reader’s grades, there
were some discrepancies. Several
of the papers that the teacher had
failed were given passing marks,
and several he had passed, the rea-
der had failed.

The teacher appealed the grades
to the reader, but all were upheld.

The incident might force some
changes in the system. The teacher
in controversy argued that he, be-
ing the teacher, had the final de-
cision. Still, under the guidelines
cf the test, the teacher shouldn't

have graded the papers in the first —

place.

ately, the student was back at school the next Tues

Photo by Roésenberg

club formed on campus

and her creative writing classes
are now accepting material for
publication sometime in May.

Play Production student Gary
Matanky will  represent Taft's
drama department in the Valley
I'estival to be held at El Camino

[Gaday

show entitled

He will perform a one-man

“Clarence Darrow."

The annual Creation Fair will be
held April 5 through 9 in Taft Hall
student Cabinet will display paint

and drawin from the arl

department, sculpture and poetry
from ceramics, different types of
from home economies, and
poetry and short stories from the
English department. Student films
will be shown in Oral Arts while
the annual car show will be held

food

on the senior quad. Also scheduled

is a drama performance. A com-

mittee of judges will be appointed
by Cabinet to award ribbons and

honorable mentions to the winners.
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tive Roxane.

Kent.

"A Moving Cyrano

Taft High School's drama department produced a pleasant
suprise last weekend—two moving ["L'T‘j.H'I'IH.tI:h'L‘H of Edmond
Rostand's classic, "'Cyrano de Bergerac.

Bob Kent, the play's sole director, played Cyrano, the long
nosed, poetic soldier who falls desperately In love with the
beautiful Roxand (Alexa Buchanan).
his love, though; her heart has fallen to the much more hand
some Christian, played suitably by Shawn Lonsfjord.

The play itself had its rough spots, but nothing that one more
week of rehearsals could not have fixed.
resent in every scene, brought firmness and direction to the
play, balanced perfectly by Alexa Buchanan's tender and sensi-

I'he heroine cannot return

Bob Kent's Cyrano,

The supporting cast—the cadets, poets, musketeers, and vil-
lagers—were cxcellent, but none was a greater treat than Jim
Meskimen, The Tribune cartoonist and program artist, who
gave us an accurate impression of French village life. )

Cyrano was straight-forward and accurate, a very admir-
able production by some dedicated students, and a marvelous
disciplinary achievement, in both acting and directing, by Bob
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Staff members
correct facts

In "gifted” story

Reporting information and news
carries a great responsibility. One
must report as much of the truth
as he can, but he must first assure
himself that he has the truth (or as
close to it as a human reporter can
make it). Recently, I granted a
good deal of my time to talking to
one of your young reporters about
the gifted program here at Taft.
Reading his story in the January
30 Tribune, I realized how little he
had heard or how little he had
noted in our conversation.

Let me set the record straight on
three of the more important mis-
representations in the story. First,
the state provides funds at the rate
of $34.00 per semester for each
identified gifted student partici-
pating in a gqualitatively different
program. If a student chooses not
to participate in any one of these
programs either semester, Taft re-
ceives no funds for that student.
Since nearly fifty identified stu-
dents did not participate in the
fall semester, our projected income
for this school year is around
13,000, considerably below the
figures your reporter mentioned.

Secondly, it is true that the
money is meant to enrich the pro-
grams of those identified as gifted.
That is why the state acted in
the first place believing our mental
ly gifted students were a resource
worthy of special development. But
such a program has value beyond
its stated goal. Everytime a teach-
er attends a conference to improve
his teaching of the gifted, he is
also improving his ability to teach
his regular students. Each time
a faculty member receives pay for
developing a new course of study
for the gifted, he can use that
course of study for his regular clas-
ses, too. Most times when we buy
special materials for the gifted,
materials are eventually shared
by other students. After all, a film
or book purchased for the gifted
is not placed under lock and key
and used only by a card-carrying
gifted students.

Finally, your reporter’s state-
ment that funds are apportioned
arbitrarily by the co-ordinator is
untrue. Each academic department
participating in the program re-
ceives a portion of the income
based on a point system that allots
twelve points to each participating
student. Those points are divided
among the departments in whose
programs the student participates.
The total number of points for
each student is then divided into
the available funds. Each depart-
ment then decides on how to spend
its portion of those funds.

I approve of students doing in-
vestigative reporting, but I also
believe in these student reporters
taking a greater care in verifying
their stories. Such a responsibilty
goes with the privilige of having
a vehicle for voicing individual
opinion,

Herman L. Jay
Co-ordinator, Programs for Gifted

Dear Editor:

One of your reporters is in grave
danger of misrepresenting Taft's
gifted program in his recent arti-
cle: “Who Funds the Average Kid?”

This year, Taft High School actu-
ally receives only $65 (not $67) for

each identified gifted student, and
since this money may only be

claimed for identified students en-
rolled in classes which are offi-
clally designated as “‘gifted clas-
ses”, the school receives money for
only 214 of its 305 identified gifted
students—a total of $13.910 rather

than the $20,000 or more Sugges-
ted by vour staff writer.

Whilst your reporter's erroneous
figures may be due to faulty re-
search, a far more serious matter
is his assertion that these funds
are apportioned arbitrarily. The
responsibility for administering the
gifted program is certainly Herman
Jay's, but the terms under which

he performs this task are stated
explicity in the manual: Legal and
Operational Guidelines—Programs
for Gifted, put out by the L.A. City
Schools Instructiohal Programs
Branch. This book, which includes
the individual budget for Taft, is
available to anyone interested in
consulting it.

Contrary to your reporter’s im-
pression, gifted funds (like reme-
dial funds) have to be used in spe-
cific programs. Taft's list of gifted
classes includes all advanced place-
ment classes, all academically en-
riched classes, and several others
which qualify as providing gquali-
tatively different curricular exper-
ence,

In order to be scrupulously fair,
Mr. Jay apportions the gifted funds
as follows: 12 points are allotted
for each gifted student for whom
funds are claimed, If this student
is enrolled in only one gifted class,
the department providing that class
is allocated all 12 points. If he is

enrolled in 2 gifted classes, those

2 departments get 6 points each,
if 3 classes then 4 points each, 4
classes 3 points each. The available
money is divided by the totol num-
ber of points, thus giving a speci-
fic dollar value to each point. The
total point count for each depart-
ment decides exactly how much
money that department receives.
That money is then spent on books,
A.V. materials, curricular trips,
etc. at the discretion of the depart-
ment chairperson, but always with
the aim of enriching the gifted
classes for which we are account-
able.

Not every student in a gifted
class is identified as gifted. These
classes are open to evryone capa-
ble of benefiting from them. Many
average students would not be wil-
ling to undertake the extra work
expected of those in an enriched
class, but for those that want it
the opportunity is there. Materials
acquired with gifted funds are a
permanent asset to the school, and
the expertise and understanding
acquired by teachers of the gifted
are of benefit to their regular clas-
ses, too. The gifted program enrich-
es Taft and the “average kid"” is
the better for it.

Your reporter is correct about
one thing; the gifted program does
represent a lot of money. We can
count ourselves fortunate that it
is administered by a man with such
a stroung sense of integrity and
fair play as Herman Jay.

Wendy Phillips
Aid to Gifted Programs

Dear Editor:
I would like to register my dis-

satisfaction with the article in the
January 30 Tribune entitled “Who

Funds the Average Kid”. I ended
up appearing to have said that the
Gifted Co-ordinator spends his
funds arbitrarily. I deny this. Fur-
thermore, in quote marks is an un-
grammatical statement of jibberish.
I also deny this. Finally, I was nev-
er asked anything or ever said any-
thing about the average kid. '

As a result, I refuse to be inter-

viewed by Karen Kraemer concern-

ing alternative classes. I shall con-
tinue refusing to be interviewed
until I can be sure that I may ap-
prove the final draft of any art-
icle which is the result of an inter-
view with me. B
James Whitehead
Head collﬂﬂhf'
Editor’s Note: Everyone’s points
are well taken and appreciated,
but may we stress several items.
To begin with, the newspaper is
a learning experience for its mem-
bers and should be treated as such.
All of us on staff have learned an
invaluable lesson and will place
much more emphasis on reporting
the correct information in the re-
maining months. i S
reporter did misinterpret S
formation, the “correct’
pointed out by Mr. Jay

Phillips, do not concur. In his let-
ter, Mr. Jay says that the school re-
Phillips says it is $65 a year.
dentally, told our reporter the
nearly 50 gifted students did not
participate in gifted programs,
while Phillips states that 214 out of
We find Mr. Whitehead's state-
ment that he will refuse an infer-
view unless assured he can see the
final draft of a story, in violation
of our right to free expression. We
would hope that administrators and
faculty members would make them-
selves more accessible and more
available to make sure we get as
close to the truth as possable.

LIFE’S TOO SHORT TO WASTE.
GET MOVING. JOIN THE NAVY.

Join the Navy and get into electronics. Learn to work with machinery. Or
build the basis for a career in communications. Or any of more than 70 different
fields you may qualify for, All through Navy training. Get moving. Be Some-
one Special. Join the Navy. See your local Navy recruiter. He can tell you what

you qualify for before you enlist,

Contact Loretta A. Niva, USN, Navy Recrui-
ting Station, Fallbrook Shopping Center, 6507
Fallbrook Ave., Canoga Park, California, 91307.

TELEPHONE: (213)-999-0450
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-Admitting we are powerless
~over ulm!ml, that our lives become
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eﬁaljng a decision to turn our
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Mﬁonﬂy by everyone in A.A. and
~ they follow them religiously.

- One man, an alcoholic for many
. ,_jl'ﬂrl, said on the celebration of
- his fourth year of sobriety, “I can
- smile at those recollections now,
- but at the time they were grim,
~ unpleasant experiences.”

Next week, we will examine
some of those recollections and
- the personal experiences of alco-

holies and how they were helped.

A T L,

Sid Lazarus assumed the ident-
ity of an alcoholic and attended
several meetings at the A.A. Club-

house in Canoga Park in research-
ing this story.
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FOOTBALL SERIES: INTERESTING BUT LIMITED
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Reader Scores An Extra Point

Due to the strong reader re-
action from Steve Forrest that
follows, Tom Grimes’ series a-
bout the football team, normal-
ly reserved for this amount of
space, will continue in the
March 5 Taft Tribune.

Dear Editor:

This is in response to Tom
Grimes’ interesting article on high
school sports and specifically, foot-
ball pressure. I, too, played foot-
ball for two years at Taft, so I am
in fair position to comment. I
think Grimes’' comments were very
true, but a little limited, and as
such, a little misleading.

First of all, while there is cer-
tainly pressure to be a social acro-
bat, I did not see as many instances
of that as Tom did, nor do I feel
that is the main motivation behind
most people's desire to play foot-
ball (and other sports).

Some of the Kids are in it mainly
for the social advantages, true, but
there are others who have parent
pressure, other types of peer pres-
sure, some that are just aggressive
types (one guy was playing because
he “liked to hit people”), and God
forbid, some people are playing
just because they like the game—
the strategy, the feeling after a
well executed play, the camraderie.

S0, as Grimes pointed out, it is

a pressure sport, and if yvou blow

a play, you better watch out. One
of the reason (which we will ques.
tion shortly) for playing football in
high school, we are told, is that you
learn to work with people toward
a common goal. Everyone has a
responsibility and if the goal is
achieved, the success is everyvone's.
But if you make a mistake (and all
it takes is one little one), the fail-
ure is all yours and yours alone.
Football does have its values along
character-building lines, but the
ego-crushing potential is there and
it takes a lot more than a roll of
Lifesavers to get over something
like that.

And there is something else that
has hardly been touched upon.
The number of injuries that occur
as a result of high school football
are stunning. A year ago, during
the season, there was a special on
the topic, documenting deaths, par-
alyses, and cripplings.

The next day at practice, you
better believe there were a lot of
anxious grins.

Coaches and administrators
point with pride to the valor and
courage of the students that par-
ticipate in the sports that include
risk of injury or worse. But for this
very reason the sport(s) should

either be dropped or made safer.
Is it right to let a high school
player literally risk his life by
playing what should be a safe and
enjoyable game?

It is really frightening to play
after looking at the sears on Bill
Plaskett’'s knees or reading about
Kevin White's death due to dif-
ficulties that arose after a knee
operation, and to know vour helmet
doesn't really fit the way it should
(which is your own fault), or may-
be you have a pulled muscle.

So we see that football is,
unfortunately, more than just a

game. All the different types of
pressure (not the least of which is
coach pressure, which we haven’t
even touched on), add up to a po-
tential for physical and emotional
injury unequaled by another high
school experience.

Despite all this, and I admit I
have taken a rather negative out-
look, foothall is fun and deserves
to be played.

Obviously, no one has to play
football, but for those who do want
to play, echanges in both structure
and attitude must be made.

Steve Forrest

THE TIME TO START PLANNING
YOUR LIFE IS NOW!

Individual Counseling in Career and Educational Goals
For Information Call:
The Center for the Transitional Person

Anita J. Goldfarb, Director
18340 Ventura Blvd., Suite 218
Tarzana, CA
(213) 881-6760 or 881-6767

—

American Heritage Explorer

Departs June 18 for Washington, Williamsburg,

SPECIAL
DRIVER TRAINING COURSE
$65.90
All instructors have Special
Secondary Credential from
State Board of Education.
PENNY BROS. 0994 5149

COLLEGE-BOUND?
Individual Counseling
College Selection/Placement
SAT and ACT Tutoring
Ph. 784-6206 for Brochure

AMERICAN COLLEGE PLACEMENT
16000 Ventura Blvd., Encino

HERITAGE TREKS

EXPLORING HISTORIC AMERICA

44 DAY TRIP ACROSS COUNTRY TO THE EAST COAST

VISITS TO ALL MAJOR HISTORIC PLACES
AND REVOLUTIONARY WAR SITES:

i SARATOGA WASHINGTON, D.C.
BUNKER HILL PHILADELPHIA
SALEM YORKTOWNE

CAMPING AT STATE AND NATIONAL PARKS
STAYING AT HOTELS AND COLLEGE DORMS

You Have an Opportunity to Ring the Liberty Bell

LIMITED GROUP OF H.S. STUDENTS
OBTAIN ENRICHMENT CREDIT FOR TWO COURSES

Departs June 19

FOR BROCHURES SEE MISS STEVENS
IN THE COUNSELING CENTER

0
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WORLD’S THICKEST PIZZA

$1.00 OFF

on all large pizzas

Good with this ad, Mon. thru Thurs. until March 31. One per party.

Now enjoy the thickest tastiest Pizza West of
Chicago for lunch or dinner, at two locations!
Authentic old Chicago style recipes and
unique dessert creations.

Phone orders to go—Pizza Party catering.

11641 Pico Blvd., West Los Angeles, 477-7740
18706 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana, Calif., 996-4840

——— -

Philadelphia, New York, and Boston
RETURNS JUNE 29—IN TIME FOR SUMMER SCHOOL
$699 Cost Covers Air, Food, Sightsee, and Hotels

CONTACT JOE FEINSTEIN, M. ED
789-9080

SALES . aamil.s

@ EXPERT WORKSHOP @ ammsus-
® EQUIPMENT L ACCESSCRE®
@B0OCTS @ BINCING @ et

M Pools Skz Clwlett

E Rl B

f IVERSAL STUDIOS TOUR
¥ AN IVICS B COMPARY - GREN 30 AM-LAST TOUR 330 M

The Cheerleader
The Girlfriend
The Brother
The Father

He took care of
them all.

Jim

A Filer by, ON COSCARK nd CAAIG MITCHELL »
RORY GUY = MARLA ||h|l.||m,1-,r. Wrille ected by DON COSCARELLY & CRAM MITUHELL
Produced by DON COSCARELLI - Sco y FRED MYHOW « AL--_-._f_!-if‘-}.r_ur
y Titted: “Story ol a Toanager *[ Titke Song Written - Sung by “AMERICA™

slariiig GREGORY HARRISON - ROBBRIE WOLEOTT

IVE ENGAGEMENT

smms wznmssnnv FEB. 18th!
AVCO CENTER CINEMA #3 westwooo a7so7a: -]

MON, THRU FRI.. 8:10 - & 10:15 PM - SAT. & SUN 15
10 = 6:10 - 8:15 & 10:15 P™
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In Other Action

ECR knocks Taft
from playoff spot

The El Camino Real Conquistadors won the West Valley League
Championship by defeating Taft, 78-63, last Friday. The victory
gave the Q's a final league record of 8-2, one game ahead of Reseda,
while the Toreadors ended a dismal season with a 3-7 mark.

The Conquistadors had complete control of the game from the
outset as they jumped off to a 23-18 first quarter lead. El Camino
then used a zone defense to its fullest effectiveness in the second
quarter, forcing Taft to take low percentage outside shots, as it
moved into a commanding 40-24 intermission lead.

In the third quarter the Toreadors never got closer than eight
points of the lead with El Camino expanding its lead to 56-38. Chris
Wasney and Mark Runyan led the Congquistadors in scoring with
22 and 17 points, respectively. Reed Hummel had 21 for Taft.

Shooting a miserable 33% from the floor, Taft's JV basketball
team suffered a 79-67 loss to El Camino last Friday night. The loss
- dropped the JV's record to 7-3, still good for a second place finish

in the West Valley League standings.

Taft's hopes for a WVL title were dashed two days earlier when
Chatsworth’s Max Hardesty hit a 15 foot shot at the buzzer, lifting
his team to a thrilling 5553 victory over the Toreadors. Jerry
‘Wilburn sparkled in defeat as he poured in 20 points, including
tm tying shot with 30 seconds to go.

~ In other action the Taft Bees lost to ECR in a closely contested
battle, 48-43. The loss brought the Bees’ record to 8-2 and a share of
fﬁemmamp. The team looked flat as they shot an
 abominable 29% from the field. Taft was thus forced to play
JE "1 catchup ball throughout the game. In the final period they employ-
: I ﬁmﬂmﬁmﬁlﬂﬁdwﬁ But it was too little too late to
- prevent m Rieh Burns and Max Tauber both turned in fine
> Cees needed a victory over tough ECR to clinch the WVL
W Jeff Bmeknr and Jim Mergy each contributing

Y e " -' ghing zone that completely flustered ECR while
. the m ran wly error-free. Congratulations to Mark
| Dru ho brought Taft a championship in his first year

ck '76: New Look

his year’s track season, if nothing else, will be a change of pace.
lhree out of the five league meets are scheduled at night and the
ﬁa boy’s teams will be competing at the same time
it the same school. Convenience is the most important reason
. "'%"-ﬂwmbe easier and cheaper to hire starters for

m.mditwﬂlﬂsomtdnwnonmemary

'-'wﬂrnmaetistheCanogaPnrkBeImat

2 Park High School this Friday, February 27. Lythgoe, who

' ﬁ:_.;ﬁimh“prﬂtym this year, says the

te "'_:_;f;ﬁmmmtahetha sprinters, led by Tony
mdmehmmvaﬁohmm

in its third year of competition, is setting

| eague championship. Mrs. Anderson com-

it was too soon to tell about the team’s chances, but

m w \ﬁﬂi some poﬁenﬁally strong newcomers along with

| volunteer coaching from Heather Tolford, Taft's 1975 star miler

| a former member of the boy’s cross country team, 1976 promis-
aribhm'rumdm-giﬂ'ammmu best years.

Swim season opens

The 19768 Taft swimming season opened Monday, February 23,
at Beverly Hills High School when the Varsity, Bees and Cees
competed in the West Valley League Relays. After a short pre-
season schedule, the three squads will begin league action on March
15 against Cleveland.

The Varsity swim team, third in the WVL last year, will be spear-
headed by Jack Saich and Pat Herrera. Saich swam the 200 and
500 freestyle events as a Varsity member last year with great
success and a repeat performance is expected. Herrera is moving
up to the “A” level after an excellent career as a Bee.

The Bees finished in a tie for sixth at the city finals last year
but the prospects for a city championship look good. With new-
comers Richard Loucks, Doug Johnston and Kit Farr joining
Bee returnee Alex Steward the team is a definite powerhouse,

The defending city champion Cees also look strong with three
top swimmers in Kevin Fina, Brad Einhorn and Bruce Eddelson.

COACH RAY O’'CONNOR’S ALL-TIME
25-MAN TOREADOR BASEBALL TEAM

M,

FIRST BASE: Bob Roskowick, 1968: Terry Miller, (973

SECOND BASE: Phil Warner, 1974

SHORTSTOP: Robin Yount, 1973; Rick Auerbach, 1968: Kelly Paris. 1975

THIRD BASE: Charlie Young, 1975: Rich Hlll.hit. 1970; Steve Hertz, 1968; Pat
Visiglia, 1974

LEFT FIELD: Woody Veerkamp, 1965; Biff Sherman, 1970

CENTER FIELD: Pete LaCock, 1969; Jerry Rosenberg, 1969: Tim Ferrin. 1975

RIGHT FIELD: Paul Glennie, 1970: Mark Fishback. 1967 : Mike Horsley, I*J )
CATCHER: Rick Howerton, 1974: Kim Thole n, 1964: |"|||| Jansson, 197
PTCHER: Dave Aronow, 1975: Bill Chambe rlain, 1973; Larry Yount, 1968: La

ry Dierker, 1964

BEST PERSONAL YEARS: 1975, 1968, 1973
Best Finish: 1974, Second in City

Spikes High: John Allen, Taft right fielder, success-
tully breaks up double-play attempt by Milwaukee
Brewer shortstop Robin Yount with a hard slide.

Yount's throw to first base was wild, The Alumni

Desire key to baseball hopes

By Steve Hartman
Tribune Sports Writer

The 1976 Taft baseball team
seems to have it all this year—
except experience.

So says Ray O'Connor, the coach
of a team that has won the last
three West Valley League baseball
championships.

What it will take to win the title
again this year, O'Connor says, is
desire. With such an inexperienced
club filled with so many question
marks early in the year, the play-
ers’ desire will determine whether
Taft will be a city contender or
not.

Heading this year’s team will be
Jeff Fisher, who will return as the
starting left fielder. Fisher is
strong both offensively and defen-
sively. Last Friday in the Alumni
game, he doubled in a run while
making two excellent catches in
left field to prevent homeruns.
Fisher may also be used at short-
stop.

The large turnover of Toreador
personnel may cause some base-
ball fans to be skeptical of the
team’s chances this year, but Fish-
er says, “They were skeptical a-
bout our football team and we
made the city semi-finals.”

At press time, the slick-fielding

Please rush me

I am enclosing $
Name
Adddress

City

BENNETT PUBLISHING CO.
Dept. 214, 102 Charles Street, Boston, Mass, 02114.

copies of GUIDE

© Copyright 1976 Bennett Publishing Co.

Kelly Simpson was scheduled to be
the starting shortstop.

Last year's JV Most Valuable
Player, Pat McGovern, will play
2nd base, but can be switched to
shortstop if necessary. McGovern
has a fine arm and wields a hefty
bat as his league-leading .475 aver-
age last year shows.

The corners of the infield are
held down by Kiffen Tavlor and
Mike Bromberg. Taylor backed up
all-city 3rd baseman Charlie Young
last year and his fine glove work
and hitting make him a capable
replacement.

Bromberg has shown good hitting
ability but O'Connor says he must
improve in the field if he is to
hold his starting position.

This early in the season, the line-
up is still flexible. Thus, Tom
Doyle, John Burlini, a transfer
from Chicago, and John Allen will
all be used as back-up infielders,
but could move up if the present
infield does not perform.

Starting alongside Fisher in the
outfield are John Allen and Terry
Long. Both are solid defensively
and O'Connor expects them to do
damage with their bats. Backing up
the three starters are Burlini, who
could also be used as a pitcher,
Todd Ellsworth, and speedster

GUIDE TO MONEY
FOR HIGHER EDUCATION

Guide to more than 250,000 Scholarships and

Financial Aid Source — items valued at over

$500 million dollars.

Contains the most up-to-date information on:

Scholarships, grants, aids, fellowships, loans, work-study programs,
cooperative education programs, and summer job opportunities; for
study at colleges, vocational and technical schools, paraprofessional
training, community or two-year colleges, graduate schools, and post-
“graduate study or research; funded on national, regional, and local
levels by the federal government, states, cities, foundations, corpora-
tions, trade unions, professional associations, fraternal organizations,
and minority organizations. Money is available for both average as well
as excellent students, both with and without need.

(check or money order).

TO MONEY FOR HIGHER EDUCA-
TION at $5.95 plus 50¢ for postage and handling for each copy.

beat the Taft Varsity for the second straight year,
11-3. Looking at the action is Biff Sherman, proper-
ty of the Detroit Tigers.

Photo by Germain

Dave Cohen, the fastest player on
the team.

Mort Kishimoto was expected to
play again this year, but an injury
forced him to sit the season out.

Junior Steve Wieble will be in
the eatching position this season,
capably backed by Vince Pone.

of last year's tap hurlers, M A

Aronow and Charlie Young
Lazansky is back from lut m
but with Aronow and Yom al-
ways on the mound, he did not
see to much action.

Bruce Rubin, who started the
Alumni game, and Mark Wolff
have shown good stuff in practice
and seem to be the aces of the
staff. Senior Ken Sanders mﬂ
Scott Hergott could also be

O'Connor also said he haa
hopes for the 10th grader Dana
Gilbert, who will be used as a des-
ignated hitter.

The team won its first scrim-
mage Thursday against Monroe,
scundly defeating the Vikes, 10-2.
Wolff, Sanders and Lazansky look-
ed good on the mound and Kiffer
Taylor drove in three runs.




